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Editor-in-Chief of SF Chronicle speaks on campus 
BY KATE ARENCHILD
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
“‘Alarmingly enterprising. Startlingly 
original. Honest and fearless. Spark a 
revolution.’ These are the words I think 
of every morning when I wake up and 
most evenings when I go to bed,” Audrey 
Cooper said, reminiscing over the famous 
quote by William Randolph Hearst.
On the evening of Monday, Feb. 26, 
Cooper, the Editor-in-Chief of the San 
Francisco Chronicle, gave a talk in the 
Soda Center titled “Fake News and the 
Future of Media.” Dr. Zhan Li, Dean of 
the School of Economics and Business 
Administration, introduced Cooper. He 
highlighted their special connection, 
having both studied at Boston University. 
Cooper stressed the fact that news keeps 
power in check, and with healthy news 
outlets absent, the country will suffer the 
consequences.
She began her lecture by explaining the 
importance of the quote she recited. The 
revolution one must start is unique to 
each individual. She is called to a revolu-
tion against “indifference [and] people 
who think news is not something they 
need to pursue anymore.” She is against 
the outright antagonism felt towards 
the Chronicle as well. She described the 
“doxing” instances of 2016, where people 
threatened to put the personal addresses 
of her news reporters and their children’s 
schools online. Cooper herself had never 
received more death threats than in that 
period of time. In spite of these experi-
ences, Cooper is ever the more commit-
ted to convincing people that real news 
is important. 
She stressed that “the current tumul-
tuous news environment” is not new. 
William Randolph Hearst, whom Cooper 
quoted in the beginning of her lecture, be-
gan running the San Francisco Examiner 
after his father won it in a gambling debt. 
During this time, 250 newspapers were 
created, but they folded immediately af-
ter. While she encouraged us to not think 
of our situation as a specifically harsh 
time in the history of news, we do need to 
be worried about the commoditization 
of news. 
News has become less valuable as more 
and more of it appears. She explained that 
AUDREY COOPER is shown here with Zhan Li, the Saint Mary’s Dean of SEBA. (Courtesy of San Francisco Chronicle)
citizens think that they are informed from 
clicking on “two articles on Facebook.” 
According to Cooper, it is harder to attract 
consumers of the Chronicle when people 
consume a whole host of other articles 
from media outlets with a less-than-satis-
factory commitment to journalistic ethics. 
In our current news environment, two 
issues concern her specifically. The first 
is the “anti-Trump” response that asks 
people to donate to news rooms, as if sub-
scribing to the New York Times is part of 
a “resistance” against the President. The 
second is the push for the media to adopt 
the same communication tactics as the 
president. Cooper described receiving an 
email in which a reader asked her to no 
longer refer to the President as “Presi-
dent,” because “he likes it and it feeds his 
ego.” The reader, instead, referred to him 
as “the man who sits in the Oval office.” 
It was 10 o’clock on the morning of Sat-
urday, March 3, when The Collegian spoke 
with Br. Camillus in his room inside the 
Joseph Alemany Community. 
All around his room were various 
paintings of the Mother Mary all done by 
different people: some by famous artists, 
one by his Mom, and one by him. In the 
moments before the interview began, it 
was quiet, and you could hear the fountain 
from outside. 
Br. Camillus is one of the quirkiest char-
acters you can find roaming around Saint 
Mary’s College, fist-bumping everyone 
in his path. His lectures are like perfor-
mance monologues, giving off a surreal 
and almost psychedelic vibe about him. 
Though many know his prominent face, 
many might not know of the rich history 
of his life.
Br. Camillus was born in Los Angeles, 
California, in 1929, during the Depression 
period. His father, who worked at a water 
and power plant, was put out of work, so 
he and his family moved down to Mexico 
where they found out, he says, that the 
Depression was even worse there. So 
his mother saved up money from selling 
clothes she made with her sowing machine 
and moved them back to Los Angeles, 
where she got a cleaning job saving five 
cents a day for her family to get by. When 
her mother got sick, he and his brother 
Ricky were sent to live with their godpar-
ents, and they went back and forth every 
year, living between their godparents and 
their mother.
He entered Cathedral High School 
in 1943 and graduated in 1946. It was 
there that he was first introduced to the 
Christian Brothers, who taught there and 
inspired him to want to be a Brother and 
an educator himself. After attending East 
Los Angeles Community College, where 
he developed a liking for the liberal arts, 
he decided to go through novitiate that 
sent him to Saint Mary’s College, which 
looked very different from what it looks 
like today. There were about 700 students 
(all male, most of them GIs) and about 
30 Brothers, who were the only teachers 
then. He graduated and became a Brother 
in 1949.
From 1952 onward, he began teaching in 
various high schools throughout Northern 
Br. Camillus: a history of the beloved fist-bumper
BY HUGO STERN 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Audrey Cooper lectures on the importance of news and challenges facing it
see SF Chronicle, page 3
Instead of getting 
carried away in the 
political climate, Cooper 
wants the Chronicle to 
remain a steadfastly 
objective news source. 
“Learning to connect 
deeply with yourself 
and others will help 
you discover your 
passion and gift 
to the world.” 
California, including Sacred Heart High 
School in San Francisco, San Joaquin High 
School in Fresno, Sunset High School in 
Hayward, and Saint Mary’s College High 
School in Berkeley. Although the faculty 
labeled him as “too kind” and “too forgiv-
ing,” he connected with the Mexican stu-
dents there through the Spanish language. 
While he was teaching at Sunset High, 
the Chicano students had organized a 
walkout to protest the lack of attention 
given to them, which was preventing 
them from getting into university. Br. 
Camillus and five other Mexican teachers 
supported the protest by putting on an 
auction to raise money for scholarships 
for the Chicano students. The protest 
and auction was successful, and that year 
some Chicano students were able to at-
tend Stanford, Mills College, and other 
prestigious schools.
It was also at Sunset that Br. Camillus 
first encountered meditation through the 
Jose Silva Mind Control workshop, where 
he had a strong experience and a stronger 
desire to teach it to students. He calls 
meditation “the deepest focus of the mind, 
much deeper than prayer,” but to him, me-
diation is a personal, spiritual experience 
and doesn’t interfere with Catholicism.
In 1975, his old friend Br. Desales Perez 
(one of the first Latinos in the US to get 
a PhD) asked him to come back to Saint 
Mary’s and to get a PhD of his own. He 
see Fist-bumper, page 2
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“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world 
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when 
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
                   —Ted Turner
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Saint Mary’s has a new gradu-
ate program coming in Fall 2018. 
The Master of Arts in Intercul-
tural Communication (MAIC) 
program is one that will help 
students develop intercultural 
communication skills through 
research and immersive in-
ternational experiences. This 
program will prepare students 
to communicate effectively in 
the globalized world that we live 
in today. 
The origins of this program 
began in 2015 with a Jan Term 
travel course to Japan. Makiko 
Imamura, Associate Professor 
of Communication, and her col-
league Aaron Sachowitz taught 
the course “Culture Clash”. 
In this class, students studied 
“how the tradition and mod-
ern development coexist, how 
Japanese society negotiates 
its relation to the U.S. in the 
post WWII era, and how Japan 
is maintaining or shifting its 
relation with the neighboring 
countries,” said Imamura. On 
the trip, Imamura noticed and 
commented that “students went 
through an accelerated process 
of cultural shock, ultimately 
ending the course with the re-
alization that their American 
norms and standards were not 
the universal guidelines for 
behavioral processes or cogni-
tive patterns.” She also added, 
“Observing cultural differences 
was one thing, but being able to 
articulate their analysis of why 
people do things in a way they 
do enhanced their acceptance 
of difference and understand-
ing of their own identity. So, we 
wanted to create a program of an 
advanced study that emphasizes 
on intercultural experience.” 
This ultimately led to the cre-
ation of the MAIC program.
New Master of Arts in Intercultural Communication 
BY ADRIANA AVILA
NEWS REPORTER
Students who are a part of 
this program will be prepared 
for a variety of career paths 
such as tourism, international 
business,  human resources, 
and foreign affairs. When asked 
about the goals of the program, 
Imamura said, “The program 
aims to achieve a couple of goals: 
development of intercultural 
communication competence 
and awareness through con-
tent courses and international 
experience; and the ability to 
investigate intercultural chal-
lenges and provide solutions 
to these challenges through 
research training.” Having a 
strong understanding of inter-
cultural communication is a 
necessary skill to have in and 
out of the workplace. “Nobody 
has a prescribed template to 
master this kind of skill set. So, 
it is important that we develop 
self-awareness, capacity to un-
derstand different perspectives, 
critical evaluation of our ethical 
obligations, and tenacity to call 
to action,” said Imamura.
In addition to teaching “Cul-
ture Clash” in 2015, Imamura 
was a recipient of the Early Ca-
reer Award, a faculty award that 
recognized her dedication and 
passion for the field of Commu-
nication. Currently, Imamura is 
the program director of MAIC. 
When asked what it is like to 
be the chair, she said,“Without 
students yet to join the program, 
much of my work as the director 
has been administrative. Most 
of my work has been put toward 
advertisement and recruitment 
efforts, but also I’ve been work-
ing on curriculum development 
with the faculty teaching in the 
program. I’m very much looking 
forward to meeting with the first 
cohort of students and start con-
versations about how they want 
to engage in the multicultural 
society and what problems they 
seek to act on through research.” 
In terms of expectations and ap-
plicants, Imamura commented 
on the goals for the first year 
of the program. “We are look-
ing at a cohort of 13 students,” 
he said. “We are also hiring a 
program manager who will be 
in charge of the development of 
international study abroad and 
domestic internship programs 
along with other duties.” 
For those interested in learn-
ing more about the program, 
head to the Saint Mary’s website, 
type in “Master of Arts in Inter-
cultural Communication,” and 
click on the “Learn More” link.
 “Nobody has a 
prescribed template to 
master this kind of skill 
set. So, it is important 
that we develop self-
awareness, capacity to 
understand different 
perspectives, critical 
evaluation of our ethical 
oblications and tenacity 
to call to action.”
got his PhD in Psychology at the 
Wright Institute in Berkeley 
(later getting his clinical degree 
in social psychology in 2000.) 
After finishing all his schooling, 
he came back to work at Saint 
Mary’s, where he teaches Begin-
ner’s Meditation (which he’s 
been teaching since 1989), Medi-
tation & Prayer (since ’97), and 
Meditation and the Archetypes 
(’03) to his small classes of eager 
students. Today, Br. Camillus is 
proud to call Saint Mary’s College 
his home of heart and body.
Before I concluded the inter-
view, he taught me the meaning 
behind his famous fist-bumps, 
which are a symbol of having 
open and conscious relation-
ships with people, which he 
learned from Michael Buber’s “I 
and Though.” His fist bumps are 
personal contacts he shares with 
his students. He also pointed 
out that they ’re quicker than 
handshakes. 
He says what keeps him going 
is knowing he has something 
valuable to teach people, which 
gives his life meaning. He ad-
vises all of his students, and all 
who will listen, that “learning 
to connect deeply with yourself 
and others will help you dis-
cover your passion and gift to the 
world,” and that “inner guidance 
will give you what you are really 
here for.”
Fist-bumper: At Sunset High School, Br. Camillus got more Chicano students into college
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2/16 8:00am
Incident: Vandalism
Location: Ageno C laundry room
Synopsis: Vandalism, holes in 
the window from a suspected 
BB gun. Referred to Residential 
Experience. 
2/16 6:45pm
Location: Oliver Hall
Incident: Suspicious Circum-
stances
Synopsis: Suspect with mask 
entered dining hall and was con-
fronted by other students. Re-
ferred to Residential Experience. 
2/19 4:00 pm
Incident: Vandalism to Vehicle
Location:  Aquinas parking lot
Synopsis: Vehicle was keyed on 
hood and drivers door
2/20 9:26pm
Incident: Verbal Altercation
Location: Claeys North
Crime Beat
Synopsis: Verbal altercation with 
two students—RA’s met with stu-
dents and resolved problem. Re-
ferred to Residential Experience.
2/22 9:53pm 
Incident: Fire Alarm
Location: More Hall
Synopsis: Food cooking set off 
alarm—no fire, smoke, or scorch-
ing
2/23 9:13am 
Incident: Fire alarm 
Location: Thille Hall 
Synopsis: Pillow too close to the 
heater set off alarm—no smoke, 
fire, or scorching. Referred to Fa-
cilities Services and Residential 
Experience. 
2/24/18 12:00 am
Incident: Student Conduct Vio-
lation
Location: Aquinas Hall
Synopsis: Possession of alcohol 
and underage drinking. Referred 
to residential experience.
2/24 2:28 am
Incident: Student Conduct Vio-
lation
Location: Augustine Hall
Synopsis: Possession of alcohol 
and underage drinking. 
2/24  2:30pm
Incident: Medical Incident 
Location: Saint Mary’s Stadium 
Synopsis: Injury to visiting team 
rugby player—transported to 
John Muir Hospital. Case closed. 
2/24/18 4:05pm 
Incident: Medical
Location: Madigan Gym
Synopsis: Non SMC student al-
most passed out—spouse to take 
victim to Kaiser Walnut Creek. 
Case closed. 
2/25 11:00 am 
Incident: Suspicious circum-
stances
Location: Chapel and Library
Synopsis: Visitor on campus with 
strange behavior and sent email 
to various SMC Staff. Referred 
to Danville and Lafayette Police 
Department. 
2/26/18 10:00pm
Incident: Vehicle Vandalism
Location: North Claeys Parking 
Lot 
Synopsis: Rear window smashed. 
The cause was unknown. There 
were no suspects. The case has 
been suspended. 
2/27/18 7:30am
Incident: Medical Problem
Location: Ageno A
Synopsis: Student slipped, fell, 
and twisted ankle. They were 
transported to Kaiser Walnut 
Creek. The case was referred 
to Residential Experience and 
Health and Wellness Center. 
2/28/18 11:40 am
Incident: Theft
Location: Assumption Hall
Synopsis: A backpack and some 
books were taken. Case was sus-
pended.
BR. CAMILLUS was interviewed inside the Joseph Alemany Community. (Hugo Stern/COLLEGIAN)
Campus 
Calendar
Meet with the 
Lasallian Volunteers 
Wednesday, March 7, 10am
Friday, March 9, 6pm 
Mission and Ministry Center
Contact Carrie David
cak6@stmarys-ca.edu
Wellness Wednesday: Stress 
Less!
Wednesday, March 7
1-2pm 
Dante Quad
Contact Cynthia Cutshall
cac13@stmarys-ca.edu
Lenten Reconciliation Service 
Wednesday, March 7
8-9pm
Chapel 
Contact Laura Hazen
leh4@stmarys-ca.edu
Just Who Do You Think You 
Are? Descartes in the
 Disciplines
Thursday, March 8
1:15-2:30
Hagerty Lounge
Contact Krist Varela Posell
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
Cafe MMC: Me and God
in the Flesh
Thursday, March 8
7-8:30pm
Mission and Ministry Center
Contact Eddie Venture
edv1@stmarys-ca.edu
CALC Speaker Series-
James Nunez, PhD
Friday, March 9
3-4:30pm
Soda Activity Center
Olowin Physics & Astronomy 
Lecture: Jessie Christiansesn, 
PhD
Monday, March 12
2-3pm
Galileo Hall, Room 201  
The Campus Calendar column 
is a service highlighting major 
events of the week. To include 
your event, email details to 
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations, 
we cannot list individual 
club meetings.
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The Collegian interviews editor of the Chronicle 
BY JACOB TURNROSE
NEWS EDITOR
The Collegian had the pleasure 
of interviewing Audrey Cooper, 
Editor-in-Chief of the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle, before her lecture 
on Monday, Feb. 26. She spoke on 
the financial state of American 
journalism as a whole, the role of 
student journalism, how prospec-
tive journalists can get a leg up, and 
why forcing people to read print 
journalism is irrelevant. 
Why are many newspapers in 
financial trouble?
“Newspapers still make money—
there’s this idea that newspapers are 
losing money. [It’s] not true,” Coo-
per said. “They [just] don’t make as 
much money as they used to.” 
She pointed to how newspa-
pers that were once family-owned 
shifted to being publicly traded 
corporations as the largest reason 
why many of them are struggling. 
“Historically, rich people who 
wanted to influence friends and 
intimidate their enemies…owned 
newspapers,” she said. This was 
the case until around the 1950’s. 
“Then, newspapers started to go 
public because they’re making a lot 
of money.” But with this, she said, 
came the responsibility for newspa-
per executives to start answering to 
shareholders.  
“[Today,] the revenue curve is go-
ing to wrong way,” she said. Newspa-
pers are not making as much money 
as they’re used to. “So in order to 
make the same amount of profit 
year after year and keep [sharehold-
ers] happy, they have to either raise 
revenue or cut expenses. When you 
don’t know how to raise revenue, 
you cut expenses...The only expense 
you can really cut is the newsroom.” 
While many newspapers have 
shrunk in recent years, including 
the East Bay Times, the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle has grown, accord-
ing to Cooper. 
“We made a very conscientious 
decision to [increase revenue] from 
subscribers,” Cooper said.
This allowed the Chronicle to 
avoid relying too heavily on adver-
tisers, who are turning to other ad-
vertising platforms more and more. 
“[The Chronicle] was one of the 
first [newspapers] to dramatically 
increase the cost of subscription, 
knowing that it would shed a lot 
of the less dedicated readers…But 
[we believed that] the core readers 
would stick with us, and they did.” 
“Now every [newspaper] is real-
izing that it needs to [increase rev-
enue] through consumers instead 
of advertisers, but they’ve cut [their 
newsroom] so much that it isn’t 
worth paying for,” she said.
How do you become a profes-
sional journalist?
When Cooper first started out as 
a journalist, she applied [to] over 
60 newspapers without any luck. 
“There were a lot more [news-
papers] back then,” she said. She 
ended up working for free at the 
now defunct Tri Valley Herald in 
the Manteca Bureau. “Manteca is 
the best place in the world to cover 
news because weird stuff happens 
[there]. I really liked working there 
because you didn’t have to look very 
hard to find a news story.” Cooper 
recommends working for a small, 
neighborhood-based newspaper. 
“Neighborhood newspapers, like 
the Montclarion [in Piedmont] are 
always looking for people to do a 
story for $25,” she said. 
But the most important thing for 
prospective journalists to consider 
is getting an internship at a media 
outlet. “Internships are not op-
tional,” she said. She recommends 
getting an internship before enter-
ing one’s third year of college.
Having a diverse background is 
also important, she said. “A diverse 
newsroom is better, because it bet-
ter represents their community.”
Socioeconomic diversity in par-
ticular is important to Cooper. “We 
have a lot of kids who got a Master’s 
degree from Berkeley; they all grew 
up middle class. We don’t have a lot 
of people who grew up truly poor,” 
she said, “and we don’t have very 
many debutantes either! People are 
always shocked, but [the Chronicle] 
talks to a lot of rich people all day 
long,” she said. “Being able to [run] 
in those circles is a useful skill.” 
What should the role of stu-
dent journalism be? 
“Shake [expletive] up,” Cooper 
said. “Ultimately, your job is to 
speak truth to those in power.” 
She recommend finding where the 
sources of power are on campus 
and highlighting also the issues 
that the college community cares 
most about. “Promote and provoke 
discourse,” she said, “that is mature 
and respectful.”
People hear the phrase “source 
of power” and automatically think 
of the President, Cooper said. “But 
sometimes it means the teacher’s 
union.” 
“It can be very lonely being a 
journalist because everybody hates 
you equally if you’re doing your job 
right.” 
She also stressed the importance 
of fact-checking and being consci-
entious of the power journalists 
wield. “Words are very powerful 
things. If you’re going to hint at 
somebody doing something that’s 
less than completely honorable, 
you have to make sure that your 
[research] is unimpeachable and 
perfect insofar as you can make it 
that way,” she said.
Is there value in reading print 
media, as opposed to digital 
media?
“I think studies will show that you 
retain more things when you read 
them on a printed piece of paper,” 
Cooper said, “But that’s a useless 
argument to make … I’m never going 
to convince a twenty one year old 
that they need to get a newspaper 
subscription. That’s just not going 
to happen.”
“If I were not the editor of the 
Chronicle, I would not get it deliv-
ered to my front door,” said Cooper. 
“But I read everything in it ... on my 
phone [each] morning before I get 
myself out of bed.” 
“I don’t care if you get your news 
through social media or newsletters 
or the paper or online, as long as 
you read,” said Cooper. “That’s why 
I became a journalist: to get people 
more involved in their community 
and allow them to make more in-
formed decisions. You can’t do that 
if you don’t read.”
Campus Snapshots
SPRING HAS SPRUNG. Beautiful daffodils and trees bloom across campus.  (Kiana Lei Yap/COLLEGIAN) TARANA BURKE, founder of #MeToo,  speaks in the Soda Center. (Courtesy of Saint Mary’s College)
SF Chronicle: Many communities don’t have access to a single daily newspaper
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Readers have pushed for the 
Chronicle to become oriented 
towards activism. Cooper did 
not allow any of her journalists 
to attend the Women’s March 
due to conflict-of-interest/par-
tisanship concerns. For this, she 
was called a “fascist,” a “Trump 
spy,” and “anti-women.” Instead 
of getting carried away in the po-
litical climate, Cooper wants the 
Chronicle to remain a steadfastly 
objective news source. 
She mentioned another con-
cern: that consumers are more 
likely to subscribe to a news 
outlet if they like the opinion ar-
ticles. These pieces are sent out 
most often because they bring 
in the most revenue. “They pay 
the bills,” she said. This concerns 
Cooper. “If why you are paying 
for journalism is because you are 
receiving stuff you already agree 
with, then you are paying for 
the wrong thing.” “News should 
make you mad,” she asserted. 
She showed us a map of the 
United States, first created by the 
Columbia Journalism Review, 
that highlights another signifi-
cant concern—that of the “news 
desert.” The map highlights the 
overwhelmingly high number of 
counties without a daily news-
paper. 
“Nobody is holding the power-
ful accountable in these [coun-
ties],” she said. “There is corrup-
tion happening there,” she said, 
“I promise you it is happening.”
Newspapers have the abil-
ity to keep power in check, she 
stressed, at every level—nation-
ally and locally. 
And for this reason, Cooper 
believes, and wants us to be-
lieve, that non-partisan news 
reporting is essential to a healthy 
democracy. 
OPINION
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BY ISABELLA FERRANTE
STAFF WRITER
Disillusionment in Democratic Party 
BYKAVYA MADDALI
STAFF WRITER
Just last weekend in San Diego 
at the California Democratic Party 
Convention, Dianne Feinstein, the 
incumbent, failed to receive the 
endorsement of her party. Many 
have argued that the senior senator 
has lost touch with the Democratic 
party’s base. But if you take a closer 
look at the current state of party 
politics in California, it seems the 
Democratic Party itself has lost 
touch with majority of California 
Democrats. 
Feinstein needed 60 percent of 
the votes to get the endorsement 
but was only able to get 37 percent 
this past weekend. Her primary 
opponent, Kevin De Leon, received 
54 percent. Both spent weeks prior 
to the convention cozying up to the 
delegates. Feinstein hosted a confer-
ence call with many of them, and De 
Leon has devoted time to going and 
meeting with the delegates. Many in 
the CA Democratic leadership be-
lieve Feinstein’s reign of 25 years is 
finally up and are seeking a younger, 
more Democratic candidate to 
lead. It is astonishing to think that 
Democrats across the state consider 
Feinstein a conservative candidate.
We now face a Democratic party 
that is unwilling to compromise 
and rather champions figureheads 
who are stubborn. Some fear that 
Feinstein will not be able to win 
the race due to the growing senti-
ment for De Leon, but this is not 
the first time Feinstein failed to get 
her party’s endorsement. She has 
faced discontent within her own 
party before. Back in the 90’s when 
Feinstein made a ticket for the gu-
bernatorial races, she failed to get 
the endorsement of her party due to 
her controversial support for capital 
punishment. Nonetheless, she won 
the primary. The party has painted 
Feinstein as far too moderate; they 
do not appreciate her willingness 
to work across the aisle and seek 
some form of agreement with the 
Republican party. 
Interestingly enough, Feinstein 
also leads in the polls. The California 
Institute for Public Policy had her 
leading De Leon 46 percent to his 
17 percent, and Feinstein also hap-
pens to be rich in experience and 
in campaign finances, significantly 
helping her campaign towards 
the movement to be a very well 
known politician. People generally 
recognize her name, and many are 
not even sure who De Leon is. De 
Leon, the President of the State 
Senate, needed this endorsement 
far more than Feinstein did. This 
endorsement would have brought 
him credibility and proved that the 
party backed him; instead, neither 
received official support.
It is becoming  clear that the two 
candidates have their flaws, espe-
cially with De Leon not taking any 
actions to put a stop to the sexual 
assault scandal unfolding in Sacra-
mento. But the real lackluster lead-
ership lies in the hands of the disil-
lusioned Democratic party. There 
is a huge disconnect between the 
party and the majority of California 
Democrats. In these midterm elec-
tions, the party has a responsibility 
to elect competent Democrats and 
to go against the Republican major-
ity in Congress. But while doing so, 
they are promoting out-of-touch 
candidates who are not appealing to 
Democrats across the state. 
New parking regulations leave students anxious of ticketing
The new parking and traffic 
citation procedures on campus 
have caused many students a great 
amount of frustration in the past 
few weeks. As of Feb. 27, Public 
Safety had given out 164 traffic vio-
lations. To me, the most shocking 
part of these violations is how Public 
Safety is now issuing them. Students 
are now receiving emails notifying 
them that they have outstanding 
tickets, followed by the ticket being 
mailed to their house. Common 
violations are speeding and rolling 
stop signs, which is something all 
students at Saint Mary’s can agree 
has become a problem. 
I understand that driving on 
campus is an extremely important 
safety issue, but I believe the com-
munication from Public Safety to 
the students about this new pro-
cedure could have been handled in 
a more effective way. Although we 
did receive an email notifying us of 
these changes on Feb. 12, it failed to 
completely explain what this new 
policy would look like. Specifically, 
being notified about your tickets 
via email was not mentioned in the 
initial notice. I do not have an issue 
with receiving an email; however, I 
do think that when implementing a 
new policy like this you need to be 
as clear as possible with the students 
so that they know what to expect. 
Several students returned for the 
Spring semester and were surprised 
to receive an email in their inbox 
regarding a traffic violation within 
the first few days of the new term. 
Continuing with this form of regula-
tion leads students to question reli-
ability, for they are not immediately 
stopped when committing a traffic 
violation.
One of the concerns that I have 
for this new policy is the possibility 
of error. For example, if the officer 
writing the citation noted the incor-
rect license plate and someone else 
got a ticket, it would be extremely 
frustrating and almost impossible 
for a student to prove. There have 
been plenty of times where I have 
witnessed students recklessly driv-
ing around campus, and something 
does need to be done about it. How-
ever, these new rules and regula-
tions should have been made more 
clear to students to alleviate some of 
the frustration that goes along with 
PARKING REGULATIONS changing on campus leave students worried about stumbling into a ticket. (Courtesy of CrossRoads Driving School)
getting a traffic violation. 
The other vehicle-related topic 
that has caused some confusion 
around campus has been the new 
designated visitor parking. Students 
and faculty are now having to adjust 
to reformed on-campus parking, 
which also is resulting in fines from 
Public Safety.
Visitors are now able to park in 
a section of the commuter lot, a 
section of the Recreation Center 
lot, Garaventa soccer lot, and the 
Upper Soda lot. I believe that having 
designated visitor parking is some-
thing that is definitely necessary for 
the school to implement, but there 
have already been so many changes 
to parking this year that this should 
have been started over the summer 
going into the current school year. 
There have been several park-
ing lots on campus that have been 
changed from student parking to 
employee parking or cut in half 
with signs indicating where student 
parking ends. Sometimes I am even 
unsure of what places are accept-
able to park. Although I am not a 
commuter student, I have heard 
that finding parking has already 
been extremely difficult and that 
many students who do not live on 
campus are upset about the new 
visitor spots due to the fact that it is 
affecting their ability to get to class 
on time. 
Since the new semester has 
started, I have seen the majority of 
parking spots filled all the way up 
the canyon into the upper Ageno 
lots—something that rarely has hap-
pened before. To me, this is a clear 
sign that having the visitor parking 
in places that students used to park 
in is affecting students. The mid-
year changes have made students, 
like myself, extremely confused 
and left wondering what spots are 
acceptable to park in to avoid get-
ting a ticket. 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN failed to receive the endorsement of the democratic party in San Diego on February 25 2018. (Courtesy of Los Angeles Times)
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Catholicism and contraception in the campus community
BY KERRY-ANNE LOUGHMAN
OPINION COLUMNIST 
In its nearly 155 years of being 
an educational institution, Saint 
Mary’s College of California has 
never offered contraception to its 
students, no matter their gender. 
The main argument for this posi-
tion has been that Saint Mary’s 
is a Catholic institution, and the 
Catholic church famously does not 
believe in contraception. 
As a person who spent their 
childhood attending catechism, 
receiving the sacraments, and be-
coming very familiar with the taste 
of the cardboard-esque brown 
wafers served during holy com-
munion, I am well aware of the 
rules and restrictions within the 
Catholic Church. Catholicism is a 
religion that is deeply rooted in tra-
dition—there is a reason why the 
structure of Mass never changes, 
why there are certain prayers to be 
memorized and recited at specific 
times, and why there are rules to be 
upheld within the tradition itself. 
So to an extent, I can understand 
why the Saint Mary’s administra-
tion refuses to consider the idea of 
changing their policy.
However, as a lifetime Catholic 
and unapologetic feminist, I refuse 
to believe that belief in Catholicism 
and support for accessible contra-
ception are mutually exclusive. It’s 
more than possible to be a good 
Catholic and still support access 
to contraception, especially on the 
Saint Mary’s campus. 
For one, college students are go-
ing to be sexually active— whether 
or not contraception is accessible 
is not going to change this fact. 
The Health and Wellness Center 
on campus should be equipped 
with every possible way to help its 
students in times of medical trou-
ble—and sometimes these medical 
conditions are of a menstrual or 
sexual nature. If a student came to 
the Health and Wellness Center 
wanting to prevent themselves 
from catching the flu, they would 
receive a vaccination and go on 
their way. Why shouldn’t we treat 
the prevention of pregnancy and 
sexually-transmitted diseases, as 
well as the management of men-
strual periods, in the same secular 
fashion? Why can’t we liberate 
this issue from its intersection 
with Catholic doctrine? Bottom 
line: Saint Mary’s should be ac-
tively helping its students protect 
themselves against pregnancy and 
sexually-transmitted diseases, and 
the fact that it doesn’t is a major 
disservice to the student popula-
tion. 
Also relevant is the fact that the 
Catholic Church is notorious for 
being against same-sex marriage 
and homosexuality as a whole—
and yet Saint Mary’s is institution-
ally accepting of all forms of sexual 
identity, as evidenced by our ability 
to have PRIDE club and the BASH 
cultural nights on campus. If the 
administration was truly con-
cerned with upholding Catholic 
doctrine, they would likely not 
allow us to have any on-campus 
events of this nature. 
Finally, though Saint Mary’s 
is a Catholic institution, only 54 
percent of the student population 
identifies themselves as Catholic. 
Just because a student chose to 
come to Catholic school doesn’t 
mean they should have the strict 
rules of Catholicism foisted upon 
them—many people choose Catho-
lic schools such as Saint Mary’s 
because they enjoy the importance 
placed on inclusivity, spirituality, 
and community within the student 
body, not because they’re Catholic. 
It’s unfair to subject non-Catholic 
students to religious rules they 
might not believe in. 
To me, being a good Catholic isn’t 
about memorizing prayers, going 
to Confession on a regular basis, 
or constantly checking myself 
to make sure I am upholding the 
many rules Catholicism tradition-
ally holds; it’s about maintaining 
a good relationship. Catholicism 
isn’t just a list of boxes to check off 
as we go through life.There is no 
box labeled “depriving students of 
contraception” that every Catholic 
person or institution must check in 
order to fully submit themselves to 
Catholicism. Being a good Catholic 
is, at its core, about doing good in 
the name of God, and providing 
our students with contraception 
would have a very positive impact 
on campus.
LACK OF BIRTH CONTROL on campus continues to be problematic for students seeking easily accessible contraception. (Courtesy of SheKnows)
Vance Joy impresses fans with new “Nation of Two” album 
BY KIANA LEI YAP
OPINION COLUMNIST 
CULTURE
THE COLLEGIAN    •    TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2018 STMARYSCOLLEGIAN.COM
not been stated. However, Cruz 
does share similarities with 
those involved. Just as Cruz re-
lied on the internet to serve as a 
stage and source of inspiration 
for his dark thoughts, two of the 
Halifax plotters, Lindsay Kanit-
tha Souvannarath and James 
Gamble, were actively involved 
with the online community that 
obsesses over mass shootings. 
Gamble, who later took his own 
life at his home, tried to repli-
cate the Columbine shooters. 
This included sharing photos of 
himself holding weapons while 
dressed in similar attire as the 
shooters wore the day of the 
attack.
Three years earlier, James 
Holmes dressed in tactical ar-
mor and entered a showing of 
the Dark Knight, killing 12 in-
nocent people. In response, the 
parents of one of the victims 
created the “No Notoriety” cam-
paign, which asked for media 
coverage to limit the usage of 
Holmes’ name and image in the 
hopes of reducing the macabre 
fame so many murderers strive 
for. Unfortunately, the campaign 
didn’t prevent the idolization 
of Holmes from various online 
communities, including the self 
titled “Holmies”, a group con-
sisting mostly of teenage girls 
who eagerly fawn over Holmes. 
Although such a community 
sounds outrageous, it’s not the 
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On Feb. 23, Australian indie-
folk artist Vance Joy released 
his second album, “Nation of 
Two,” and has not disappointed 
those loyal to his breezy love 
song ballads.  Four years af-
ter releasing his debut album 
“Dream Your Life Away,” which 
featured catchy upbeat hit “Rip-
tide,” Vance Joy continues to 
stick with his trademark acous-
tic guitar and ukulele style. But 
he noticeably adds more harmo-
nies and boastful horns—similar 
to Mumford & Sons’ trademark 
style. 
According to his Spotify art-
ist profile, Melbourne-native 
Joy was born James Keogh but 
took the name “ Vance Joy ” 
to separate his personal and 
professional artistic life. After 
signing with Atlantic Records, 
Joy solo toured internationally 
in 2013 before joining Taylor 
Swift in 2015 as an opener for 
her “1989” world tour. 
However, Joy has been mak-
ing a name for himself as an 
up-and-coming figurehead in 
the alternative, indie-folk scene 
alongside artists like The Lu-
mineers and The Head and the 
Heart. Joy entertained crowds 
at some of the biggest United 
States music festivals, including 
Lollapalooza and Outside Lands 
in 2017. He’ll also be making his 
second Coachella appearance 
for both weekends of the 2018 
festival. 
A quick scroll through song 
titles on “Nation of Two” reveals 
a romantic, playful theme with 
titles like “I’m With You” and 
“ Where We Start.” The head-
lining song, “Call If You Need 
Me,” draws listeners in with a 
simple ballad accompanied with 
a dreamy acoustic guitar before 
diving into the next song “Lay It 
On Me,” which preceded the full 
album as a single.
While “ We’re Going Home” 
and “Saturday Sun” feature his 
newly expanded repertoire of 
drums and horn sections, one 
can’t help but have flashbacks 
to standing in the middle of a 
Hollister store in 2010, playful 
beachy tunes without lyrical 
substance and all. Luckily the 
c o l o r f u l  i n st r u m e n t a l s  a n d 
“Riptide”-like beats make up 
for cheesy lyrics like “Oh, Sat-
urday Sun / I met someone / 
Don’t care what it costs / No 
ray of sunlight’s ever lost” and 
a “filler” harmony of “Ba-da-ba-
baah.” I’m not sure what Joy was 
thinking while writing these lyr-
ics, but my guess is that he was 
also relying on the instrumen-
tals to cover them up enough 
for listeners to enjoy the song. 
Speaking of filler lyrics, it’s 
a bit upsetting, as a Vance Joy 
fan, to hear him use them so 
profusely. In addition to “Sat-
urday Sun,” filler harmonies are 
used extensively in “Crashing 
Into You” and “Like Gold.” They 
complement the instrumentals, 
and Joy executes them in his 
ever-mesmerizing voice, but 
they feel like a crutch between 
verses and choruses. 
Two songs that encapsulate 
the varied instruments, sweep-
ing harmonic vocals, and feature 
lyrics that tell a more meaning-
ful story are the back-to-back 
“One Of These Days” and “Little 
Boy.” The former is the perfect 
inspirational song that reso-
nates well with college-age stu-
dents getting ready to enter the 
“real world” but may be unsure 
of where their current path in 
life will ultimately lead them. 
For many of us getting ready to 
graduate and be wholly on our 
own, the post-grad life can look 
uncertain. Part of the enliven-
ing chorus goes “Wherever you 
go, you’ll be in the right place / 
You’ll never know the difference 
it makes / When you let go, and 
give up your chase / I’ll come 
find you one of these days.” 
The web history of a mass shooter, why it should matter
BY KALI KUSHNER
CULTURE EDITOR
VANCE JOY proves the range of his artistic talent with his newest album, “Nation of Two,” set to tour California in April. (Courtesy of Indie Hoy)
Romantic undertones give way 
to uplifting lyrics and a hearty 
guitar-driven beat to match. 
“Little Boy ” is a gem that’s 
buried towards the end. In vo-
cals accompanied by a hushed 
g u i t a r,  J o y  l e a d s  l i s t e n e r s 
through a couple of his child-
hood memories in suburban 
Melbourne. From an interview 
with Josh Butler of the Huffing-
ton Post, Joy noted, “The most 
autobiographical song I have 
is [‘Little Boy’] and it gave me 
confidence I could write a song 
that was more directly about 
me. It’s a song about when I was 
eight or 10 years old, and a story 
about me falling off my bike 
and going to the hospital. I was 
remembering that time, how 
my parents cared for me, just 
little details of my childhood.” 
Listeners get a small peek into 
Joy’s personal life—a side of him 
that he previously kept separate 
from his professional career. 
The song ends with an endear-
ing outro, “And I’ll always be 
that little boy / And I’ve always 
been that little boy,” as it pulls 
listeners into Joy’s childhood 
reminiscences in light of adult-
hood and his career. 
Among the criticisms for the 
album, Joy takes what he does 
well instrumentally and ampli-
fies it to his benefit. As a fan of 
his music, and after having seen 
him at Outside Lands in 2017, 
I think he’s a prime example 
of a multi-talented artist and 
crowd-pleasing performer. 
“Nation of Two’s” scheduled 
tour dates includes one local 
stop at UC Berkeley ’s Greek 
Theatre on April 13. 
On the afternoon of Feb. 14, 
2018, our nation was struck by 
the horrific news of yet another 
school shooting. Prior to taking 
the lives of 17 students and staff 
members from his former high 
school, the perpetrator, 19-year-
old Nicholas Cruz, publicized 
his malicious intentions of be-
coming a “professional school 
shooter ” on YouTube. Since 
then, the FBI has come under 
scrutiny for potentially failing 
to properly investigate Cruz’s 
online presence. 
In the wake of the Stoneman 
Douglas High School shooting, 
RT News published the article, 
“Cult of personality: FBI ignores 
online ‘Columbiner culture’ 
glorifying mass shooters.” In 
said article, the author works 
backwards from the foiled Hali-
fax mass shooting (2015), to the 
Aurora Theatre shooting (2012), 
and finally, to the infamous Col-
umbine High School Massacre 
(1999), as a means of examining 
the crucial relationship many 
mass shooters have had and con-
tinue to have with the internet.
The Halifax mass shooting 
plot was set to occur at the Hali-
fax shopping center on Valen-
tine’s Day 2015. Whether or not 
Cruz purposely chose the same 
day to attack his classmates has 
only group that depends on the 
idolization and romanticization 
of mass shooters. Of the many 
that exist, the “Columbiners” 
are easily the largest and most 
recognized online communi-
ty consisting mostly of young 
women who obsess over the 
Columbine gunmen.
Undergraduate students are 
too young to personally recall 
the Columbine High School 
massacre. But the events of April 
20, 1999 have left permanent 
marks on American culture from 
media reenactments, changes in 
school policy, and, most perplex-
ingly, the internet’s obsession 
with the killers. Unfortunately, 
Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold 
have become morbid cultural 
icons for copycat killers and 
teenage girls alike. True, there 
is a miniscule amount of male 
fans who try to replicate Harris 
and Klebold, but the Columbiner 
community is nearly completely 
female. These girls dedicate 
entire blogs to researching the 
lives of Harris and Klebold, 
often times dressing in attire 
worn by the shooters at the 
time of the massacre, pouring 
over the various videos filmed 
by the killers before the attack, 
purchasing yearbooks featuring 
the portraits of the shooters, and 
even writing erotic fiction in 
which these girls express their 
sexual attraction for Harris and 
Klebold. 
While there has been a fair 
amount of reporting published 
on the subject of the various 
crime fanbases online, their 
masses only seem to grow as 
each new mass shooting inspires 
another murderer. How long can 
we withstand such an extreme 
system? 
The FBI failed to have any 
impact on Cruz despite his 
substantial web presence and, 
frankly, I don’t know that the 
law can do anything to pre-
vent this from the angle of web 
censorship. Of course, mental 
health and gun laws have been 
at the center of debate since the 
Florida shooting, but I wonder 
if there is not a deeper, cultural 
revision which must take place.
THE HALIFAX would-be shooter pleaded guilty in 2017. (Courtesy of the Toronto Star)
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Sports 
this week
MEN’S BASKETBALL
BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR 
Men’s and women’s basketball begin WCC tournament play
Mon. vs BYU 8:30 p.m., WCC 
Tournament, Las Vegas
The Gaels look to defeat BYU 
in the semifinals to move on 
to the championship round.
BASEBALL 
Mon. vs Xavier, 2:00 p.m.
Thurs. @ WSU, 4:00 p.m.
Fri. @ WSU, 4:00 p.m.
Sat. @ WSU, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. @ WSU, 1:00 p.m.
After their home opener, the 
Gaels hit the road and travel 
to the Pacific Northwest to 
take on Washington State.
Corruption runs to the core of the NCAA
BY NIMA MOVASSAGHI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Don’t think this “amateur athlet-
ics” tag is going to stick any longer. 
Those at the NCAA headquarters 
in Indianapolis have been mum, 
although you probably haven’t. 
An ESPN report last Friday al-
leged that Arizona’s men’s basket-
ball coach Sean Miller was caught 
on wiretap by the FBI discussing 
a $100,000 payment directed at 
former five-star recruit De’Andre 
Ayton. Only hours had passed since 
Yahoo! released a report connecting 
high profile players from more than 
20 NCAA programs to major NCAA 
violations. As the national media had 
a field day with the allegations, the 
NCAA is sitting in uncharted terri-
tory with only a week before March 
Madness brackets are unveiled. 
What will they do?
The recent events come in the 
wake of other scandals that have 
rocked the sport. NCAA president 
Mark Emmert was allegedly in-
formed that 37 different Michigan 
State University student-athletes 
were accused of sexual assault. That 
was eight years ago. After an ESPN 
report alleged that MSU’s depart-
ment of athletics has been covering 
up sexual assaults for years, the 
NCAA launched an investigation. 
Curiously, Lou Anna Simon, the 
university’s former president, was 
Saint Mary’s basketball kicked 
off the WCC Tournament with the 
women’s team matching up against 
Pacific on Friday, followed by the 
men’s team taking on Pepperdine 
on Saturday night. 
Women’s basketball made an 
early exit in the WCC Tournament 
this past Friday with a devastating 
loss to the Pacific Tigers. Going 
into the game, the Gaels faced a 
tough matchup with a guard-heavy 
Pacific. 
The game looked promising 
for the Gaels in the first quarter, 
specifically when they built a nine-
point lead midway through the first 
quarter. The Gaels even led 58-53 in 
the fourth quarter, but the Tigers 
weren’t giving in. Pacific changed 
the direction of the game with a 
late 13-1 run in the fourth quarter. 
THE SAINT MARY’S GAELS sharpen their focus towards making a WCC Tournament run. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)
SOFTBALL 
Fri. vs New Mexico, 1:00 p.m.
Sat. vs Sac State, 3:30 p.m.
Sat. vs New Mexico, 6:00 p.m.
Sun. vs Howard, 10:30 a.m.
After a few tough losses, the 
softball team looks to bounce 
back at the Lobo Classic in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico.
MEN’S TENNIS 
Fri.-Sun. @ Sacramento 
State Invitational
The men’s tennis team is coming 
off a 4-3 home win against Grand 
Canyon and will look to try to 
and do the same on the road.
TRACK & FIELD
Sat. @ Occidental 
Distance Carnival, 9:00 
a.m. (Los Angeles)
Sat. @ Aggie Open (Davis)
Sat. @ San Diego 
State, 12:00 p.m.
Sun. @ University of 
San Diego, 11:00 a.m.
The Gaels finish preseason 
play with SDSU on Saturday 
and kick off the conference 
play Sunday at USD.
WOMEN’S TENNIS
This was the kicker for Saint Mary’s. 
With Pacific’s first team all-WCC 
guard GeAnna Luaulu Summers, 
the Gaels could not recover. Luaulu 
Summers scored 15 of her 20 points 
in the last quarter, and the Tigers’ 
guard-heavy team sped past the 
Gaels, who fell 77-73.
Megan McKay helped the Gaels 
go on a 14-5 run with assistance 
from her teammates and a strong 
defensive effort. The Tigers only 
shot 37.3 percent from the field 
compared to the Gaels 47.1 percent. 
The Gaels also outrebounded the 
Tigers 50-28 overall and 37 to 17 
defensively.
Sydney Raggio led the Gaels in 
points, assists, rebounds, and steals. 
Senior Stella Beck led the Gaels in 
blocks and finished with 19 points 
and three assists. McKay finished 
with 17 points. Despite the usually 
scoring efforts from Raggio, Beck, 
and McKay, the Gaels starters were 
not able to carry the team. Pacific’s 
bench outscored the Gaels 31-5. 
The Tigers also took advantage and 
scored 30 points off of 29 Saint 
Mary’s turnovers.
Despite the tough loss, Beck and 
Raggio still seemed positive about 
this year’s team saying, “I think the 
best part about the season was the 
group of girls. We are so close and 
such good friends. It’s been fun 
when we have been playing well.” 
Raggio added, “This has been the 
closest team we have had ever since 
I have been here. It didn’t end how 
we wanted it to, but we made some 
great strides this season, beating 
Gonzaga. We had our highs and 
lows.”
The women’s basketball team 
is guaranteed to play in the 2018 
postseason due to the second-
place WCC finish. They will either 
be in the NCAA Tournament or 
the WNIT. Brackets for the NCAA 
Division I Women’s Basketball 
Championship will be announced 
March 12 at 4:00 p.m., while the 
WNIT brackets will be announced 
before 9:00 p.m. on March 12.
The men’s basketball team 
opened their tournament against 
the Pepperdine Waves on Saturday 
night. Fans experienced a nail-biter 
as the Gaels made a late push to 
defeat the Waves 69-66. Calvin 
Hermanson’s tremendous effort in 
the closing minutes helped seal the 
win for Saint Mary’s.
The Gaels struggled throughout 
the game. In the first 10 minutes, 
Saint Mary’s only shot 15.4 percent 
from the field, going only 2-for-13. 
Additionally, the team only had four 
points thanks to Jock Landale and 
Tanner Krebs.
The Gaels entered the second 
half trailing Pepperdine 35-34. 
With five missed shots, the Waves 
took the lead to 44-37. Saint Mary’s 
wasn’t finished.Entering the final 11 
minutes of the second half, Landale 
showed the Waves why he is one 
of the candidates for the Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar Center of the Year 
and the John R. Wooden Award. 
Landale’s offensive efforts helped 
the Gaels go on a 7-0 run at the 
10-minute mark. With the score 
69-66 and under a minute to go, the 
Gaels’ defense sealed their victory. 
Despite Saint Mary’s struggles, 
four Gaels scored in double-figures: 
Jordan Ford, Landale, Emmett 
Naar, and Calvin Hermanson. Lan-
dale also had a career-high of 19 
rebounds, making that his 18th 
double-double of the season.
The Gaels will face BYU on Mon-
day, March 5 at 8:30 p.m.. The win-
ner of that game will move on the 
the WCC Tournament Champion-
ship game at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 6.
on the NCAA’s board of governors at 
the time of Emmert’s briefing. 
On Feb. 20, the NCAA upheld its 
decision to vacate Louisville’s 2013 
national championship amid an 
investigation that found the school 
guilty of using “striptease dances” 
and other “sex acts” to entertain 
prospective student-athletes and 
student-athletes, among others. 
Former coach Rick Pitino was fired 
this fall after an initial FBI investi-
gation implicated the program of 
corruption. 
The ball is now in the NCAA’s 
court. They’ve insisted that they 
are hopeful to reach a resolution by 
Selection Sunday this week. When 
this is all said and done, hundreds of 
wins, championships, and records 
may be vacated. I wish the NCAA 
would hand out earplugs before they 
continuously talk about “amateur 
athletics” while simultaneously fos-
tering deals that bring in upwards of 
900 million dollars through March 
Madness. 
At the end of the day, the student-
athletes know wrong from right: 
Under no circumstances are they to 
accept anything of monetary value 
in exchange for their commitment 
to a school. The NCAA must brand 
and govern itself in a way that doesn’t 
incentivize federal crimes. If they 
don’t, other leagues may brand 
themselves in a way that is more at-
tractive to young athletes. The NBA’s 
G-League could become an affective 
alternative, as could LaVar Ball’s 
aspiring Junior Basketball League. 
Both leagues could offer compensa-
tion and an opportunity to develop 
one’s game.
It’s time for the NCAA to wake 
up from its delusional fairy tale 
and ponder the future. Perhaps the 
stubborn, financially-motivated 
approach isn’t going to maximize 
the potential of college athletics. 
College athletics are a billion-dollar 
business. If the rules allowed it, top 
recruits in college basketball would 
undoubtedly be drafted by an NBA 
franchise out of high school. From a 
coach’s standpoint, poor recruiting 
and losing is a recipe for unemploy-
ment. If bribing a student-athlete 
could be the difference between 
having a job or being unemployed in 
a year, who wouldn’t do it? 
Mid-majors are often overlooked 
in the top tier recruiting conversa-
tion, but results prove they are legit 
and go the distance. Hello, Butler? 
Zag Nation, I see you. Saint Mary’s 
is Top-25 ranked and should be 
tourney-bound. It’s not out of the 
realm of possibility for an agent to 
shop his client at a mid-major. It’s 
not unreasonable to think that a 
top-tier recruit, seeking to avoid 
getting caught up in a scandal, may 
choose a rising mid-major in order 
to have the opportunity to develop 
and play without the prospect of the 
dangerous fallout of a widespread in-
vestigation. Mid-majors appear to be 
above the fray. Nationally, however, 
it’s almost too complex to unravel. 
Top tier programs generally carry 
more than one player who was highly 
recruited. Although the spotlight 
may be on a specific list of players 
right now, that isn’t to say more 
names won’t be implicated soon. 
Recruiting in college basketball is 
saturated. The top players usually 
end up at the same schools year after 
year. The last mid-major to make 
serious noise in recruiting from a 
rating standpoint was Memphis in 
2008—their 2008 season was va-
cated amid major NCAA violations. 
The NCAA has built a system that 
forces coaches to go any length pos-
sible to attract elite student-athletes. 
At Arizona, Sean Miller’s teams have 
built a strong national reputation. 
Every March, the NCAA licks its 
chops as millions tune in to catch a 
glimpse of elite teams like Arizona. 
Years after using your team to make 
money, they’ll strip you of your wins, 
and condemn you for compromising 
“amateur” athletes. It’s hypocritical 
because your violations set the stage 
for an even more exciting tourna-
ment. 
It’s almost as if that’s just how the 
NCAA wants it. Now the FBI knows. 
Every basketball fan in the country 
knows. 
The NCAA is on the clock. 
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Softball musters win in the Highlander Classic
BY DEAN BOERNER
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Puttin’ with Pavan
a walk—in addition to two stolen 
bases—but Stony Brook would 
extend their lead back to four in 
the fifth inning and to five with a 
run in the seventh inning. 
The second game of the double-
header also proved to be a struggle 
for the Gaels. After a first-inning 
run, Saint Mary’s failed to score 
for the rest of the contest, allow-
ing four late runs to host-school 
UC Riverside in a 4-1 loss to the 
Highlanders. 
Although the Gaels lost their 
lone Saturday game to Brown, 
they gained some revenge over 
Stony Brook with a Sunday win.
Against Brown, the Gaels 
squandered seven hits, five stolen 
bases, and a very early, first-inning 
lead to the Bears, who responded 
with a two-run first and two-run 
fourth inning, ultimately winning 
5-3. Zapanta and sophomore Eryn 
McCoy each had two-hit perfor-
mances in the loss, with one of 
McCoy’s hits coming in the form 
of a game-tying homerun in the 
second inning. The Gaels would 
muster just one more run—to the 
Browns three—for the rest of the 
game, though. 
Behind a very strong start from 
the freshman Eileen Perez, the 
Gaels bounced back later in the 
day with their equalizing 7-1 win 
over Stony Brook. 
Freshman Julia McCormack 
started the scoring off with a 
double down the right-field line, 
scoring Zapanta from second. And 
Saint Mary’s softball came into 
last weekend’s action winners of 
four of their last five games after 
a rough start to their 2018 cam-
paign. Three straight wins over 
CSU Bakersfield and one win over 
UC Davis gave the Gaels their first 
four wins of the season. However, 
this last weekend proved to be 
more trying for Jessica Rodgers’s 
club, who defeated Stony Brook 
on the Sunday of UC Riverside’s 
2018 Highlander Classic after 
losing their first three games of 
the tournament. 
In their first game of a Friday 
doubleheader, Saint Mary’s fell 
to Stony Brook 7-2 despite the 
best efforts of freshmen Kimiko 
Zapanta and Eileen Perez. 
Stony Brook scored four runs 
in a decisive second inning. Saint 
Mary’s responded with two runs 
in the third when sophomores 
Jaymee Campbell and Hannah 
Chew each forced home runs with 
based-loaded walks, but the Gaels 
offense was held mostly dormant 
for the remainder of the game. 
Zapanta recorded three hits and 
the Gaels would score in similar 
fashion two innings later when 
McCormack singled through the 
left side, once again sending home 
Zapanta. 
After another run in the fourth, 
the Gaels erased all doubt about 
the final result with a four-run 
sixth inning that helped lead to a 
7-1 victory. 
Kimiko Zapanta added three 
stolen bases to her season total, 
pulling herself to 18 on the season 
and keeping her amongst the lead-
ers in the entire nation. 
Saint Mary ’s couldn’t quite 
continue their momentum into 
the fifth and final game of the 2018 
Highlander Tournament, losing to 
host UC Riverside 11-0, but some 
competitive games against solid 
teams are encouraging signs for a 
team that has faced some struggles 
early this season. The Gaels have 
clearly adopted an altered offen-
sive strategy, already surpassing 
their 2017 stolen base total less 
than halfway into this season. 
This weekend, they travel to 
Albuquerque, New Mexico for five 
games as part of the Lobo Clas-
sic, a tournament hosted by the 
University of New Mexico Lobos. 
Stony Brook
2
7
Saint Mary’s
Saint Mary’s
1
7
Stony BrookBY PAVAN SAGOO
ATHLETE COLUMNIST
March is usually when things 
start to heat up—no, not because 
of March Madness—but because 
the month of March usually sig-
nals the beginning of what our 
team would consider to be the 
most important golfing stretch 
of the year. 
This year is no different. In 
fact, this upcoming stretch is 
possibly one of the busiest we 
have ever encountered, as all 
four of our remaining regular 
season events take place before 
the month ends. The first of 
which was the Desert Moun-
tain Intercollegiate, hosted by 
the University of Michigan, in 
which we placed in the Top-Five 
last weekend.
Desert Mountain's Outlaw 
course is no stranger to us. Fel-
low seniors Perry Cohen and 
Connor Blick, and myself, have 
now played this event each of 
the four years that it has been up 
and running. There really isn't 
too much that we don't know 
about the course, and this pro-
vided us with a reason to come 
into the tournament with a fair 
amount of optimism. It's always 
nice returning to a course that 
you know thoroughly and have 
played well at in the past, as 
well as having the oppurtunity 
to share the knowledge that we 
have gained over the past four 
years with the younger guys 
on the team, who got to see the 
Outlaw in all its glory for the 
very first time. 
Saturday was really a day of 
mixed emotions for the team. 
We g ot of  to a  strong start, 
which to be honest was quite 
expected. We know what each 
of us is capable of producing as 
individuals, and to have seen the 
team making birdies was no sur-
prise. I believe we were around 
second or third throughout the 
majority of the 36 holes, sitting 
firmly within striking distance 
of Kansas, until we seemed to let 
it slip toward the end of the day. 
As darkness loomed, some of 
the guys, myself included, made 
some very poor mental errors in 
an attempt to play quicker than 
we usually would. To be honest, 
so did many other teams. 
We often refer to Saturday at 
the Outlaw as one of the most 
c h a l l e n g i n g  d ay s  i n  c o l l e g e 
golf—a brutal walk, in brutal 
winds, in the blistering Phoenix 
heat. That can really take it's 
toll on a player. Not to mention 
that we are playing from sun-
rise, until quite literally, sun-
set! Tough conditions coupled 
with the issue of trying to beat 
darkness is  something that, 
quite frankly,  we dealt with 
poorly, and we must do better 
next time around. However, 
with that being said, we still 
weren't out of the tournament.
Sunday morning was another 
early start, and we were all ex-
cited for the opportunity ahead. 
Excited for a chance to play well 
when we needed to. Excited to 
make a push up the leaderboard. 
That didn't quite happen. 
Golf is very much a game of 
momentum, and that showed 
throughout our final 18 holes. 
We got off to a slow start out 
of  the gates,  and as a team, 
were never able to gather the 
momentum necessary to do 
what we had in mind. We knew 
whilst warming up that Sunday 
would be difficult,  seeing as 
the temperature had dropped 
significantly, and the wind was 
beginning to gust earlier than 
usual. This made it tough for us 
to be decisive. On a course as de-
manding as the Outlaw, it's chal-
lenging to know when to play 
aggressive, and when to play the 
percentages, especially when 
conditions are tough. I believe 
that we most certainly found 
ourselves in that predicament, 
which ultimately held us back. 
However, it's not all doom and 
gloom. I find that perspective 
is always important, especially 
in a sport as fickle as golf. Al-
though this perhaps wasn't the 
result we wanted, coming into 
the week ranked the highest we 
have been in some time at 34, 
we are still in a great spot head-
ing into the final three events 
of our regular season. We also 
had a couple of solid individual 
performances; Perry finished 
in a tie for fourth, collecting his 
second Top-Five in his last two 
events, and I managed to finish 
in solo tenth. We can take many 
positives from this week, as well 
as a ton of learning experiences. 
Providing we reflect and take 
the time to work diligently on 
our weaknesses throughout 
the next week of practice, there 
is no reason why we won't be 
heading into our next event high 
in confidence. 
The Lamkin Grips San Diego 
Classic, in Chula Vista, boasts 
one of the toughest fields that 
we face all year. This is yet an-
other wonderful opportunity 
for us, and a tournament that we 
are most certainly excited to get 
underway on Monday, March 12. 
PAVAN SAGOO works on his third top-10 finish of 2018 in Arizona. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)
